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of killing the novices and bringing them to life again is
often enacted at the initiatory rites by which boys are made
into men.1 On this hypothesis the carrying of the Ambilyeri-
kirra, " or newly born child ", towards the women, and the
falling of the novices on the top of it in their presence, would
signify that the women had also to take their part in bringing
about the new birth.
1 The Golden Bough (First Edition, 1890), ii. pp. 342-357.